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^^ W "eft, right, left, right, left. . . Am I in step with
.everyone else? What if I do get out of step?
Oh, no! I forgot the next part of my music!
What do I do now? . . . Right, left, right, left."
Many questions and problems may have run through a
band member's mind as he was marching down the street
during a parade, causing a severe case of butterflies in
the pit of his stomach. As parade season came to a close,
however, parades got a bit easier to handle and less
scary. Although there were many complications, parades
were meant to be fun and entertaining. "The whole pur-
pose of a parade is to entertain the crowd and give a good
feeling to people to enjoy and share with others," stated
small flag captain Beth Allard.
Just marching down the street and playing during a
parade was difficult enough, but for this year's Clear-
water Christmas Parade, the band tried something very
different. What they attempted was very unique and no
other band in Florida, to their knowledge, had ever done
it before. It started out as a normal parade, just marching
and playing, but every time the band reached a certain
portion of their music selection "Winter Wonderland"
something very unusual happened. The band stopped
playing and marching, turned around toward the crowd,
and SANG. Yes, after many hours of singing "Winter
Wonderland" again, and again, and again, the band mem-
bers got it to the point where it actually sounded quite
good. Well, that wasn't the end of their surprising perfor-
mance! When they got finished with their singing, they
turned back around and finished marching along. That
probably sounds pretty normal, but the only trick was
they marched along backwards for the rest of the song.
"It took a lot of hard work and practice, but we were
really excited about what we had accomplished when we
saw how much the people really liked it," commented
trombone player Mike Mosher. For this year's Christmas
Parade, the band also had an instrument and uniform
dress-up contest. Each section decorated themselves and
their instruments in the Christmas spirit and were judged.
The small flags won with their uniforms fixed up to look
like Santa's helpers. They were said to be the cutest and
to have the most Christmas spirit. The band walked away
with a second place overall and a first place for their
general effect.
Although parades were an exciting part of the band's
activities after football season was over, their concert
season was also very important. During concert season
the band got the chance to prove to themselves as well as
to their audience that they were not only good at playing
peppy songs and getting people psyched up, but they
were also very talented musicians. "When we hear what
a good job we can do during a concert, it makes us feel
really good about ourselves and the band as a group,"
stated Janet Kearny.
Along with the Spring concert, the band put on a
special concert just for the Super Bowl fans. The band
welcomed the hundreds of people who came into the Port
of Tampa on a special cruise ship just for the '84 Super
Bowl and the many other privately-owned ships with a
special concert on the docks. The band was especially
invited to do this by the Super Bowl Committee and felt
very honored that they were thought of. Drum major Bill
Durst commented, "I feel very privileged that we were
asked and I think everyone else feels the same way. I
think it was also a very good experience for everyone
involved."
The football season ended, but the band still went on.
There were many things that kept the band busy through-
out the year, but all in all they got through it pretty well.
For the most part, they even had fun doing it! y
Adding their special part to the drum solo, the majorettes do their
best to add that cute touch to a well-known song.
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